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Are	trial	lawyers	born	or	made?





Tools	to	improve	your	trial	skills
Seminars
Trials
Contested	Post	Conviction	Relief	Hearing
Watching	Oral	Arguments

State	v.	Ledford	September	27,	2017
Read	the	indictment

Joining	Organizations
Reading





















Willie	Mays





Two	Biggest	Mistakes	a	Lawyer	Can	Make

Believing	everything	a	client	tells	them

Not	believing	everything	a	client	tells	them



Two	Biggest	Mistakes	a	Lawyer	Can	Make

Not	believing	everything	a	client	tells	them

Believing	everything	a	client	tells	them



Listen	to	your	client
People	talking	without	speaking
People	hearing	without	listening
Simon	And	Garfunkel	- The	Sound	Of	Silence



The	Rules	of	Evidence
Read	them

Rule	608	b:	“	[Specific	instances	of	the	conduct	of	a	witness]	
may,	however,	in	the	discretion	of	the	court	if	probative	of	
truthfulness	or	untruthfulness	.	.	.	.”

Rule	806:		When	a	hearsay	statement	.	.	.	Has	been	admitted	in	
evidence,	the	credibility	of	the	declarant	may	be	attacked	.	.	.	By	
any	evidence		which	would	be	admissible	for	those	purposes	if	
the	declarant	had	testified	as	a	witness.



Educating	the	Public

a/k/a	Tainting	the	Jury	Pool



Cross	Examination

Patience,	Patience	,	Patience
Why?



Overview	witnesses
Q.		Based	on	your	criminal	investigation	of	this	case,	your	review	of	the	
documents,	once	you	completed	your	investigation,	what	did	you	do?	
A.		I	signed	the	warrants.
Q.	On	who?
A.		On	both	of	- - Mary		and	Jane.
Q.		Mary.		Full	name	please.
A.		Mary	Smith	and	Jane	- - Jane	Jones.
Q.		What	did	you	charge	them	with?
A.		I	charged	both	of	them	with	exploitation	of	a	vulnerable	adult.
Q.		Okay.		And	that	is	the	Defendant	here	today?
A.		Yes,	ma’am.	











Rule	602	Lack	of	personal	knowledge

Rule	801	Hearsay









Closing	Argument



Stanislavski	in	the	Courtroom



Take	a	Break











Are	trial	lawyers	born	or	made?



Do	you	want	to	be	a	trial	lawyer?



Are	you	willing	to	do	what	it	takes	to	be	a	trial	lawyer?




